Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
General Restoration, Habitat Enhancement, Habitat Protection, and Facilities Projects
Quarterly Project Reporting Form

Project Number: 18180119 and 20180119

Project Title: EVOS Outreach 2018 and EVOS Outreach 2020

Principal Investigator(s): Shawna Popovici; Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DPOR)
I&E Unit Manager

Reporting Periods and Due Dates:

Reporting Period Due Date
February, March, April June 1

May, June, July September 1
August, September, October December 1
November, December, January March 1

Submission Date: Report submitted 7/24/24, progress through June 30, 2024. This report is off
cycle due to some accounting delays as noted below.

Project Website: NA

Please check all the boxes that apply to the current reporting period.

Project progress is on schedule.

EVOS Outreach 2018 funds were used to complete the Clam Gulch SRA panels. The panels
have been designed, fabricated, and delivered to the field staff for installation in summer of 2024
at Clam Gulch State Recreation Area.

Project progress is delayed

The EVOS Outreach 2020 funds were used to complete the interpretive panels for Buskin River
Nature Trail. In this reporting period [December 2023 to June 2024], the panels have been
designed and are currently in fabrication with shipment to Kodiak in July 2024. This has taken
longer than projected as we incorporated the Alutiiq language into the panels and the language
experts and review took additional time in the design process. However, the panels are still
projected for installation in summer of 2024 at the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge
headquarters’ Audubon Trail and Overlook.

Additionally, the reporting for these accounts were delayed due to SOA Admin delays in
financial processing of CHS8s required to remove project overages. This issue caused significant
delays in project reporting for these projects.

L1 Budget reallocation request.

L1 Personnel changes.
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Quarterly Project Reporting Form

1. Summary of Work Performed:

In this reporting period, DPOR’s I&E Unit completed design and fabrication for both projects.
Only the shipping for the Kodiak project is still pending. Installation will depend on partner’s
maintenance staff scheduling as they are both in mid-summer taking up staff time.

e (Clam Gulch SRA project: From December 2023 to June 2024, DPOR finalized the
interpretive panels language and edit reviews with all the partners.

o The two panels have been shipped to the Alaska State Park regional office for
installation, awaiting scheduling for installation by regional maintenance staff
availability.

e Buskin River Nature Trail project: From December 2023 to June 2024, DPOR finalized
the interpretive panels language and edit reviews with all the project partners.

o The five panels have been fabricated and will be shipped in July to Kodiak.

o Kodiak NWR staff will prepare installation once the panels are received.

2. Abstract: This project implements interpretive services for EVOSTC. The goal is to enhance
EVOSTC’s public outreach, educating the public about the Exxon Valdez oil spill event, its
lasting impacts to the state, and achievements to mitigate those impacts on spill-affected habitats,
species, and services.

The goal of interpretive media is to provide meaningful connections to a resource, creating
opportunities for and developing stewardship. As time passes since the Spill, building a new
generation of stewards and fostering an understanding of that critical event in Alaska history and
the work of the Council is vital.

Initial project scope included three tasks:

e The first developed a film with a brief history of the spill, the inception of the Council,
and its work over the last 30 years.

e The second created a traveling exhibit consisting of pop-up banners for use at public events
and presentations with general information about the spill, the Council, and its work.

e The third developed three interpretive displays highlighting habitat enhancement and
restoration projects that were installed on EVOSTC habitat enhancement sites (Dimond
Creek/Homer, Mineral Creek/Valdez, and Eshamy Bay/Prince William Sound.).

The priority projects awaiting final installation by project partners are:
e Priority #1: Buskin River Nature Trail Interpretation Project
e Priority #2: Clam Gulch SRA Interpretation Project
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3. Coordination and Collaboration:

As the projects were initially discussed with partners in 2021, Shawna Popovici (DPOR) notified
both the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge (KNWR) and the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game (ADF&G) to discuss moving forward with their priority projects.

For this past reporting period, both partners were highly engaged and active in the content edits.
The EVOSTC staff was also engaged with offering suggested comments and edits.

For Clam Gulch, Mike Booz and the ADF&G refuge staff were readily available for the
interpretive panel comments and directed major changes to the initial design and writeup.
Additionally, the DPOR field staff, Ranger Jason Okuly, provided edits needed in the orientation
panel. The panel design was completed and sent out for panel fabrication and shipping. The
panels are with the Alaska State Park regional office for installation in summer 2024.

For Kodiak NWR, Natalie Fath and refuge staff gave feedback to the final drafts and partnered
with Amy Steffian and language experts at the Alutiiq Museum to finalize and review all Alutiiq
language placed in the panels. The panel design was completed and sent out for panel
fabrication. The panels being shipped to Kodiak NWR staff who will be responsible for
installation in summer of 2024.

4. Response to EVOSTC Review, Recommendations, and Comments:

In this reporting period, EVOSTC staff were asked to review all the interpretive panels. The
EVOSTC staff were very responsive in the review process and gave very helpful and thorough
edits in a timely manner, allowing partner entities to get the drafts early for their reviews. Each
panel identifies EVOSTC as the funder of the project.
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5. Budget: Total balance remaining from both allocations of funding is $-----. There are no funds
remaining after shipping was completed and when final invoices were paid. Installation will be
free of charge by project partners in their construction windows in August 2024.

Location/Site: Clam Gulch SRA

Approved Budget (w/o GA): iifg,gj’a(;;z 2(;" %S9k4 -7080172211/;212 ;z; Stp with the remaining funds from
Amount Spent: $45,030.47

Remaining Balance: $0.00

Anticipated Completion Date: Installation August 2024

Location/Site: Kodiak NWR — Buskin River Headquarters

Approved Budget (w/o GA): $45,000.00

Amount Spent: $45,000.00

Remaining Balance: $ 0.00

Anticipated Completion Date: Installation August 2024

See attached Expenditure report for 78YN (2018) and 71LI (2022) projects

Expenditures by Expense Category

Task Name (Ex) APPR Obj Type
F F
T1LI - FY22 EVOS Qutreach 45 000.00

Task Name (Ex)

F F
78YN - EVOS Outreach Final 107118181 0 597 50397
F F
107118181 ogqq $1.768.61
F F
107118181 3pgq $326.87
F L
107118181 4ppp $5,341.62
T8YN - EVOS QOutreach Final 45 030.47
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Two panels were designed, fabricated, and shipped to the Kenai Regional Office of Alaska State Parks for
installation in the summer of 2024. They were created in partnership with ADF&G staff that manage the Clam
Gulch CHA and with Alaska State Park Regional Staff.

The panels focus on safety, orientation, recreation, stewardship, clams, and habitat in the Critical Habitat Area.

Welcome to

u Recreation
a m o d Area (SRA)

Ring of Fire

Situated on the bluffs overlooking scenic
Cook Inlet, Clam Gulch SRA offers visitors a
panaramic view of the Aleutian Mountain
Range and its three tallest peaks — Mount
Iliamna, Mount Redoubt, and Mount Spurr.
Part of the active Pacific Ring of Fire, these
three active volcanoes have all erupted in
relatively-recent history!

MAP LEGEND
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ﬂ Paking
[ revoom
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Viaw from beachat Clam Gubeh SRA

Clamming Up

Although Clam Guilch is named for the
razor clams that live on its sandy shores,
the beach is now periodically closed to
clamming due to less abundance.

Since 1976, the beaches surrounding Clam
Gulch are included in the 700-acre Clam
Gulch Critical Habitat Area (see map) to
help protect the razor clam beds in the area.

Stats and Facts

it Road Access: Mile 117.5 Sterling Highway
of fish and. Amenities: Clam Guich SRA houses 120 campsites, parking,
| other uses fresh drinking water, two vaulted toilets, an enclased picnic

the primary shelter, and beach access.

Activities: Clam Gulch SRA s open 1o most public uses,
provided the activity does not damage refuge resources,
disturb wildlife, or dismupt existing public uses. Allowed
activities generally include hunting, trapping, fishing, widlife
watching, hiking, boating, camping, and the use of all-
terrain vehicles.

ATV: The use of ATVs within the campground
and on the road o the beach is [imited to
direct trave! to and from your campsite.

T!}espead limit on all recreation area roads
is ‘

®

*Outer Cook Inlet Dena'ina Language



There’s a mystery out
there for the solving!

Rugged Razor Clams

Pacific razor clams are a highly specialized
organism—one of few that can thrive on the
extreme tidal beaches of Cook Inlet. Not much
else can live in these intertidal sand flats, with
the exception of mussels, surf clams, and the
occasional worm or sand lance.

Clams filter out and eat microscopic marine plants

called phytoplankton. Clams are a great addition to

any ecosystem as this filtering process cleans seawater of
other microorganisms, bacteria, algae, and excess nitrogen.

A Mind-boggling Mystery

Although there have been very large recruitments of . | R 5
young razor clams returning to Clam Gulch beaches in b S~ ::‘rea:;:dg:;:e::j;::;{"?;yﬁ:cz ?:r:;
recent years, the c!ams are now dying at high rates before 3 that intersperse the sandy habitat with rocky
reaching mature sizes. Gt Pl - = refuges for rocky intertidal organisms like

p ; i L s . : primarily mussels and barnacles, or the occasional sea » -y
What is causing this dramatic die-off? Biologists are unsure. 0y vear e § - >
. growth-rings - - anemone and sea star! 8 .’
| -

P razor clam
(Sifiquo patula)

Habitat loss? Stronger storms? Increased predation? Food s o :
shortage? Warmer temperatures? All the above? Until the 7 . T - o
population recovers and the mystery is revealed, this area v ;
will remain closed to clamming.

Take the High Ground

Keep out of the mud! East Cook Inlet beaches, including Clam Guich,
are mostly continuous low-gradient sand and gravel. And due to
some of the largest tidal ranges in the world, the beaches here have
a very wide, sandy intertidal zone—the area between high and
low tides.

Take heed: Riding too low in this zone or far into the
subtidal/surf zone also leaves you at risk of getting stuck
in the mud.

|
1
|
[

EVOSTC is identified as the funder of the panels.




The new kiosk is replacing an old bulletin board that no longer had relevant information about the site to the
users. The bulletin board has been removed and the new site for the kiosk has been prepared for installin

summer of 2024. It will be placed at the top of the stairs leading to the beach access road and in the Day-use
Parking area at Clam Gulch SRA.

PLAM GULH STATE RECREATION ARER




For the Buskin River project, Alaska State Parks worked closely with our additional partners at Kodiak
National Wildlife Refuge, the US Coast Guard, and the Alutiig Museum. A series of five panels was created for
the Audubon Trail and Overlook and the ‘connector trail’ at the refuge’s headquarters as the trails and
overlook were recently improved by grass-roots community efforts.

Each panel identifies EVOSTC as the funder of the project.

A Bounty of Birds at Buskin

Home is Where the Habitat is Bug-Powered Birds Who's Who? Solving the Puzzie

fodel ol oigration destnalion o imcle o fsmale

-~

©-130 &
HC-130J Super Hertules
uoro

Common raven
“Qalngaaq
1

rodents. scavenged lood beries,
e et 6 gthing they fne.

Brown creeper

*Alutiiq language

These panel subjects include recreation, habitat, and wildlife identification. They are also the first interpretive
panels in the area that focus on identifications in the Alutiiq language. Alaska State Parks will continue
partnering with these organizations when upgrading signage in Buskin River State Recreation Area.

The Bounty of Birds panel notes the importance of habitat for both local and migrating bird populations, as
well as captures bird identification as this panel is placed at the overlook. The Boreal Owl panel was placed
near the nesting box on site and encourages stewardship. The Meadow (prism) and Forest (Moss/Fungi)
panels highlight the different habitats along the connector trail, allowing also for further plant and wildlife
identification and language learning. And finally, the poem panel encourages recreators and trail users to be
more present as they enjoy the area, encouraging awareness and stewardship.

The panels have been designed and fabricated. They will be shipped to Kodiak NWR Headquarters for
installation in summer 2024.



A Boreal Home at the Buskin River

Whoooo's Home? Location, Location, Location!

Boreal owl
*fsifka

Eating In

Atemale lays three to five eggs in May and

incubates them for a month while her rrate
delivers voles and other morsels to the next
for her one their hatchlings.

Usually, a male will support jus: one nest.

However, a researcher near Fairbanks, Alaska »

found evidence of a male supporting two g Kindness Matters!
nasts as the front half of a rabbit was in one

nest and the back half was found in another! Always leash your pets during this time.

April through Augustis nesting and * edging season
for Boreal owis. if you see @ nest, being quiet en ot
o distence provent eisturking these fomilies so
they can survive and thrive.

Thank you for your stewardship!

Alutig e seum.

silver-bordered fritillary Colors play a part in the adaptability of life in an open meadow. e
*Saqalngatak (general butterfly) stockinged b ack fly,

or “white sox” *Cifwak (general fly)

wnis thing - “Gacsacy

veaver
e MisKiir )

Little Brown Bat “Keneryaq

Mountain alder Little brown bats zip above the meacow at night, feedi

*Uqggwik I cbundance cf insects. They are nocturncl, which means they sleep all
cay and hunt ot dusk and at night. The bots’ dark fur helps them blend
into the night sky to stay hidden from aoth predators {Ike owls} and prey
{like moths The bats' pole bellies provide countershoding
ity cgcinst the moan w inates the nignt sky.

& |

Red Fox *Kaugya'aq

Tne rad fox is on the hunt for voles and squirrels.

To o numaon eye, ¢ fox's red fur stands in contrast with
the greens and browns of the environment. But many
aredators of the fox are colorblind. To a bear, o pateh of
green gross and a red fox are the same color. The fox's
whits chest and belly are not coincidantal sither. They
camouflage the fox's shodow to help
the fex when hunting prey, o trait
callec “countarshading.”

— Yellow-rumped Warbler *Saquikanaq (sittle songbird)) —

Yellow-rumpad worblers dart out from tree bronches to catch insacts
id-flight cr een bushes in search of berries. These birds
are grayish-brown with bright yelow markings on theit heads, throats,
cnd backsides—ecming them the papular nickncme “butter-butts.”
Like all animals, the warblers markings help them camouflage and
communicate. Tneir muted colaring blends into the mead
the yeliow morkings help attract o mata.

Keyflower, Fischer’s, 'or
[y 4rose-purple orchicl
*Suitkaag

Godldeﬁ -crowned spu?;f;w
*liyapawangiiq / kuwitiiq

s, tro




Moss and Lichens and Fungi, Oh My!

The towering *Napat, or Sitka spruce trees, can grow to 200 feet tall (60 m). That's as tall as a 20-story building! To reach these soaring heights,
Sitka spruce require year-round moisture which is readily found in the rain and fog of Kodiak’s temperate rainforest.

Moisture-Lovil i Fungi, a Forest's Friend

Can You Find Me?
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*Saqulikanaq
(general little songbird)

>
@’S!aap luaq
(general ’%ihwom)

*Alutiiq languoge

Take a Moment... or Two, or Three...

Consider intentionally engaging all your senses just for a moment,
and keep them “tuned in” as you continue along your way.

— “The question is not what you look at, but what you see.” ~ Henry David Thoreau ——

g‘“ﬁe‘\ STOP A
Yo
“u Where you are g Y;’;;j,fg,‘,‘;g
What you're doing 7 (general little songbird)
Don't stop just to keep going .

LOOK

At your surroundings
At what youreyes see
Don't look justio look

>
Gray-cheeki

‘WKE\‘\ LISTEN i T

*saquilkanag

“\t“‘ To what you hear
To what is speaking to you
Don't just listen to respond

‘n
THINK *\m\‘l

About where you are
About what you see
»Don't stop thinking

on’t think to respond

‘Red baneberry

*Alutiiq language
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at the Kodiak NWR headquarters near Buskin River.

‘connector trail’

and the

]

The Audubon Trail, overlook
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