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Project Title:  Diamond Creek SRS Facility Improvements    
Project Location: Homer, Alaska 

Latitude: 59O40’24.37”N  Longitude: 151O40’42.68”W 
 

 
Project Description: 
The Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DNR-DPOR) 
is proposing to construct a 25-vehicle trailhead and viewpoint at Diamond Creek State Recreation Site 
(SRS), an EVOSTC-acquired parcel (KEN 29: Tulin Parcel). The trailhead will serve as the staging area 
and launching point for the beach access trail as well as the trail to the bluff scenic overlook. The 
trailhead design and construction will conform to DNR-DPOR standards and will include a vaulted toilet 
to help improve sanitary conditions and an orientation kiosk to assist in conveying site-relevant 
information to users. A scenic overlook will be developed to provide viewing opportunities of Cook Inlet 
and Kachemak Bay as outlined in the parcel’s benefits report. Additionally, a host cabin will also be 
constructed to provide active onsite management of the facility during peak use months. During off 
season, the host cabin may be rented out as a public use cabin to further expand the recreational 
opportunities at the site.  
 
This project will also install five interpretive panels within the project area intended to facilitate 
redirecting human impacts and to promote public participation in the long term success of the project and 
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project objectives. The interpretive program will be specific to the Diamond Creek and Kachemak Bay 
ecosystems, their importance, and the human role in protecting them.  
 
Project Justification: 
Diamond Creek SRS was an EVOSTC small-parcel acquisition (KEN 29: Tulin Parcel) during the mid-
1990s. The benefits report for that acquisition highlights the site’s habitat and recreational values. This 
project will construct a 25-vehicle trailhead to properly manage the recreational activities currently taking 
place. The trailhead will localize parking to prevent development of random parking pockets and access 
points along the existing road. Motorized traffic will be limited to the trailhead and the majority of the 
existing road will be converted to non-motorized use to minimize impacts to the surrounding areas, 
including bald eagle habitat, and the burdens of maintaining the unimproved roadway.  
 
This project will address the injured resource Bald Eagle (recovered) and the injured human service 
Recreation and Tourism (recovering) consistent with the parcel’s benefits report. The referenced injured 
resource is listed as recovered (2014 Injured Resources and Services Update), however, this project seeks 
to provide long term habitat protection which plays a critical role in ensuring that the recovered status of 
those resources are sustained. 
 
 

 
Figure 1 - Human Impact Resulting from Lack of Facilities (August 23, 2018) 
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Figure 2 - Human Impact Resulting from Lack of Facilities (October 4, 2018) 

 
Project Support: 
This proposed project is consistent with the objectives of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Plan to 
restore the environment, specifically, through habitat protection. Additionally, this project is in support of 
DNR-DPOR’s mission to provide outdoor recreation opportunities and conserve and interpret natural, 
cultural, and historic resources for the use, enjoyment, and welfare of the people. This project is further 
supported by the following groups: 

 Kachemak Bay State Park Citizen Advisory Board, 
 City of Homer, 
 Friends of Kachemak Bay State Park, 
 Kachemak Bay Conservation Society, and 
 Homer Cycling Club. 

 
Estimated Project Cost:  $1,850,000   
Estimate Year:  2018   
Estimate Type: Preliminary 
 
Attachments: 

1. Concept Site Plan 
2. Letters of Support 
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May 16,2019

Mr. Rys Miranda
Design & Construction Section Chief
Alaska State Parks
550 West 7th Sfreet, Suite 1380
Anchorage, AK 99501
:'", :.. il l il';.iit,-iir i;, ;t I ;r n1.. ;i.,: :.r'l

Filed Electronically

Re: Diamond Creek Project

Dear Mr. Miranda:

The Kachemak Bay State Parks Citizens Advisory Board fully supports Alaska State Parks'
grant application to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council (EVOSTC) for facility
improvements at Diamond Creek State Recreation Site near Homer. This project will provide
necessary infrastructure irnprovements to manage this important habitat protection area,
previously purchased by the EVOSTC and managed by state parks.

This project will construct a 25-vehicle trailhead and viewpoint at Diamond Creek State
Recreational Site, (SRS). The trailhead will prevent development of random parking pockets and
access points along the road that adversely impact habitat. Trailhead amenities include a vaulted
toilet to help improve sanitary conditions and an orientation kiosk to assist in conveying site-
relevant information to users. The project also includes construction of a host cabin to provide
active onsite management of the facility. Five interpretive panels will also be developed and
installed as part of this project to facilitate redirecting human impact and promote public
participation in the long-term success of the project objectives.

This project will benefit the Bald Eagle population that was injured during the Exxon Valdez Oil
Spill. Nests in the area will be better protected by managing facility usE and preventing the
potential for random degradation of the habitat by unrestricted access and unlawftil timber
harvesting.

This project will also benefit the injured services to recreation and tourism by managing access
to various recreational opportunities available at this site and promoting environmentally
conscious use for the enjoyment of all user groups.

Sincerely,

Sofxrfue Oft) lbL)
Robert Archibald
Chair
Kachemak Bay State Park Citizens Advisory Board
PO Bo 2460
Homer, AK. 99603





 
95 Sterling Highway, Suite 2, Homer, Alaska 99603 

A non-profit organization dedicated to enhancing, preserving and protecting the resources of Kachemak Bay State Park. 
 
 June 10, 2019 
 
Mr. Rys Miranda 
Design & Construction Section Chief 
Alaska State Parks 
550 West 7th Street, Suite 1380 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
rys.miranda@alaska.gov 
Filed Electronically   
 
Re:  Diamond Creek Project 
 
Dear Mr. Miranda: 
 
The Friends of Kachemak Bay State Park fully supports Alaska State Parks’ grant application to the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council (EVOSTC) for facility improvements at Diamond Creek State Recreation Site 
near Homer.  This project will provide necessary infrastructure improvements to manage this important habitat 
protection area, previously purchased by the EVOSTC and managed by state parks. 
 
This project will construct a 25-vehicle trailhead and viewpoint at Diamond Creek State Recreational Site, 
(SRS). The trailhead will prevent development of random parking pockets and access points along the road that 
adversely impact habitat. Trailhead amenities include a vaulted toilet to help improve sanitary conditions and an 
orientation kiosk to assist in conveying site-relevant information to users. The project also includes construction 
of a host cabin to provide active onsite management of the facility. Five interpretive panels will also be 
developed and installed as part of this project to facilitate redirecting human impact and promote public 
participation in the long-term success of the project objectives. 
 
This project will benefit the Bald Eagle population that was injured during the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. Nests in 
the area will be better protected by managing facility use and preventing the potential for random degradation of 
the habitat by unrestricted access and unlawful timber harvesting which is becoming a problem. 
 
 This project will also benefit the injured services to recreation and tourism by managing access to various 
recreational opportunities available at this site and promoting environmentally conscious use for the enjoyment 
of all user groups. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Maco Haggerty 
President 

Friends of Kachemak Bay State Park 



 

The Kachemak Bay Conservation Society's mission is to protect the environment of the Kachemak Bay region and 
greater Alaska by encouraging sustainable use and stewardship of natural resources through advocacy, 
education, information, and collaboration. 

 
  1 

 

June 10, 2019 
 
Mr. Rys Miranda 
Design & Construction Section Chief 
Alaska State Parks 
550 West 7th Street, Suite 1380 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
rys.miranda@alaska.gov 
Filed Electronically   
 
Re:  Diamond Creek Project 
 
Dear Mr. Miranda: 
 
The Kachemak Bay Conservation Society fully supports Alaska State Parks’ grant application to 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council (EVOSTC) for facility improvements at Diamond 
Creek State Recreation Site near Homer.  This project will provide necessary infrastructure 
improvements to manage this important habitat protection area, previously purchased by the 
EVOSTC and managed by state parks. 
 
This project will construct a 25-vehicle trailhead and viewpoint at Diamond Creek State 
Recreational Site, (SRS). The trailhead will prevent development of random parking pockets and 
access points along the road that adversely impact habitat. Trailhead amenities include a vaulted 
toilet to help improve sanitary conditions and an orientation kiosk to assist in conveying site-
relevant information to users. The project also includes construction of a host cabin to provide 
active onsite management of the facility. Five interpretive panels will also be developed and 
installed as part of this project to facilitate redirecting human impact and promote public 
participation in the long-term success of the project objectives. 
 
This project will benefit the Bald Eagle population that was injured during the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill. Managing facility use and preventing the potential for random degradation of the habitat 
by unrestricted access and unlawful timber harvesting will better protect nests in the area. 
 
 This project will also benefit the injured services to recreation and tourism by managing access 
to various recreational opportunities available at this site and promoting environmentally 
conscious use for the enjoyment of all user groups. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Roberta Highland,  President 
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Project Title:  KRSMA: Izaak Walton Riverbank Restoration   
Project Location: Sterling, Alaska 

Latitude: 60O32’09.21”N  Longitude: 150O45’21.08”W 
 

 
Project Description: 
The Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DNR-DPOR) 
is proposing to restore and stabilize approximately 250 linear feet of riverbank along heavily impacted 
sections of the Kenai River located at the Izaak Walton unit of the Kenai River Special Management Area 
(KRSMA). DNR-DPOR is also proposing to construct approximately 100 linear feet of elevated light-
penetrating (ELP) walkway. Four sets of river access stairs will also be constructed in addition to the ELP 
walkway. The riverbank stabilization will likely use brush layering and/or spruce tree revetment as 
described in the design manual Streambank Revegetation and Protection: A Guide for Alaska. The 
combination of ELP walkway and river access stairs will allow foot traffic to travel above the sensitive 
riverbank and into the river without impacting riparian resources. The ELP walkway will be designed and 
constructed in accordance with Kenai Peninsula Borough Ordinance 21.18 for light penetration. 
 
This project will also install three interpretive signs intended to facilitate redirecting human impact and to 
promote public participation in the long term success of the project and project objectives. The 
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interpretive program will be specific to the Kenai River ecosystem, its importance, and the human role in 
protecting it. 
 
Project Justification: 
The Kenai River’s world class fisheries attract thousands of anglers each year. Izaak Walton, located at 
the confluence of the Kenai and Moose rivers at the heart of Sterling, Alaska, is a popular and easy-to-
get-to location for anglers seeking to catch King, Silver, Red, and Pink salmons, Dolly Varden, and 
Rainbow Trout. River access at this site has taken its toll and has resulted in damage to riparian resources 
along the river. This project is necessary to provide managed river access for anglers, restore vegetation to 
the riverbank, and prevent future deterioration of riparian resources along this section of the Kenai River. 
Without this project, anglers will continue to trample over the riverbank to gain river access which will 
inhibit the natural recovery of damaged resources and further deteriorate fish habitat along the riverbank. 
Degradation of the riverbank habitat affects more than the area that is directly impacted. Overhanging 
vegetation is lost as banks slough which can decrease areas of cooler water in time of high heat, in 
addition the sediment transfer of degraded banks can cause an increase in turbidity downstream of the 
impacted area making the effects of the habitat degradation larger than the localized area. Creating 
infrastructure may deter user groups from creating many paths to a destination and decrease the overall 
footprint of impact. Figures 1 through 3 are visual examples of the adverse impact that this site’s riparian 
resources have sustained. 
 

 
Figure 1 - Human Impact on Riverbank (September 18, 2018) 
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Figure 2 - Impacted Riverbank and Exposed Cable (September 18, 2018) 

 
 

 
Figure 3 - Trampled Riverbank and Metal Debris at the Project Site (September 18, 2018) 

 
This project will address injured resources Dolly Varden (recovered) and Pink Salmon (recovered) and 
the injured human service Recreation and Tourism (recovering). The referenced injured resources are 
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listed as recovered (2014 Injured Resources and Services Update), however, this project seeks to provide 
long term habitat protection which plays a critical role in ensuring that the recovered status of those 
resources are sustained. 
 
Project Support: 
This proposed project is consistent the objectives of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Plan to 
restore the environment, specifically, through habitat restoration and protection. Additionally, this project 
is in support of DNR-DPOR’s mission to provide outdoor recreation opportunities and conserve and 
interpret natural, cultural, and historic resources for the use, enjoyment, and welfare of the people. This 
project is further supported by the following group: 

 Kenai River Special Management Area Advisory Board. 
 
Estimated Project Cost:  $400,000   
Estimate Year:  2018   
Estimate Type: Preliminary 
 
Attachments: 

1. Concept Site Plan 
2. Letter of Support 
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Project Title:  KRSMA: Slikok Creek Habitat Protection    
Project Location: Soldotna, Alaska 

Latitude: 60O28’55.19”N  Longitude: 151O07’34.69”W 
 

 
Project Description: 
The Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DNR-DPOR) 
is proposing to construct roughly 100 feet of elevated stairway to an existing elevated light-penetrating 
(ELP) walkway that was constructed in Summer of 2000 under EVOSTC Restoration Project 
96180/99180. The existing access to the ELP walkway is by earthen stairways with timber cribbing. 
Figure 1 depicts the existing access structure. This project will remove the timber cribbing, reshape the 
slope to a natural and stable slope, and revegetate with native species.  
 
Furthermore, this project will also remove approximately 200 linear feet of existing walkway that has 
failed (Figure 2). Design and construction of the that walkway was completed by another agency 
(unrelated to the previous EVOSTC-funded project referenced above) and was inadequate for the site 
conditions. Access to that section of walkway has been blocked off and the structure and is no longer in 
use. After removal, the area of the abandoned walkway will be fenced off to manage river access and 
redirect anglers to three existing river access stairways. 
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Figure 1 - Existing Stairway Proposed to be Removed and Revegetated (April 29, 2011) 

 

 
Figure 2 - Existing Walkway to be Removed (April 27, 2012) 
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This project will also install three interpretive panels within the park unit intended to facilitate redirecting 
human impacts and to promote public participation in the long term success of the project and project 
objectives. The interpretive program will be specific to the Kenai River ecosystem, its importance, and 
the human role in protecting it.  
 
Project Justification: 
The Kenai River’s world class fisheries attract thousands of anglers each year. Slikok Creek Unit is 
located at the confluence of the Kenai River and Slikok Creek, in Soldotna. The park’s proximity to the 
college and neighborhood make it a popular fishing destination for anglers seeking to catch King, Silver, 
Red, and Pink salmons, Dolly Varden, and Rainbow Trout. Access leading to the ELP walkway and river 
access stairs consists of unnatural earthen steps retained by timber cribbing. This project is necessary to 
remove the timber cribbing and abandoned walkway to restore those areas back to a natural setting. 
Without this project, the current access and unused walkway will continue to degrade the site’s habitat 
value and riparian resources.  
 
This project will address injured resources Dolly Varden (recovered), Pink Salmon (recovered), and 
Sockeye Salmon (recovered) and the injured human service Recreation and Tourism (recovering). The 
referenced injured resources are listed as recovered (2014 Injured Resources and Services Update), 
however, this project seeks to provide long term habitat protection which plays a critical role in ensuring 
that the recovered status of those resources are sustained. 
 
Project Support: 
This proposed project is consistent with the objectives of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Plan to 
restore the environment, specifically, through habitat protection. Additionally, this project is in support of 
DNR-DPOR’s mission to provide outdoor recreation opportunities and conserve and interpret natural, 
cultural, and historic resources for the use, enjoyment, and welfare of the people. This project is further 
supported by the following group: 

 Kenai River Special Management Area Advisory Board. 
 
Estimated Project Cost:  $600,000   
Estimate Year:  2018   
Estimate Type: Preliminary 
 
Attachments: 

1. Concept Site Plan 
2. Letter of Support 
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Project Name Project Description Estimated 
Project Cost Leveraging 

Diamond Creek SRS 
Facility Improvements 

This project will construct a 25-vehicle trailhead and viewpoint at Diamond Creek SRS. The 
trailhead will prevent development of random parking pockets and access points along the 
road that adversely impact habitat. Trailhead amenities include a vaulted toilet to help 
improve sanitary conditions and an orientation kiosk to assist in conveying site-relevant 
information to users. The project also includes construction of a host cabin to provide active 
onsite management of the facility. Five interpretive panels will also be developed and 
installed as part of this project to facilitate redirecting human impact and promote public 
participation in the long term success of the project objectives. 
 
Diamond Creek SRS was small parcel acquisition during the mid-1990s (KEN 29: Tulin 
Parcel).  

$             1,850,000 This project currently has no other potential funding sources. 

KRSMA: Izaak Walton 
Riverbank Protection 

This project will restore 250 linear feet of habitat near the Kenai and Moose river confluence; 
construct 100 linear feet of ELP walkway with four sets of river access stairs; and install three 
interpretive displays to facilitate redirecting human impact and promote public participation 
in the long term success of the project and its objectives.

$                 400,000 This project currently has no other potential funding sources. 

KRSMA: Slikok Creek 
Habitat Restoration 

This project will remove existing timber cribbing stairway and replace it with an elevated 
stairway that will promote natural restoration with native vegetation while providing river 
access for recreational use. The project will include actively revegetating the area of the 
existing timber cribbing with native species. The new elevated stairway will supplement and 
connect to an existing ELP walkway that was funded by EVOSTC Restoration Project 
96180/99180. The project will also remove an elevated walkway that has failed and is no 
longer in use. Additionally, this project will also install three interpretive displays to facilitate 
redirecting human impact and promote public participation in the long term success of the 
project objectives.  

$                600,000 This project currently has no other potential funding sources. 
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Project Name EVOS Injured Resource Benefits EVOS Injured Service Benefits 
Diamond Creek SRS 
Facility Improvements 

This project will benefit the injured resource Bald Eagle by managing facility use and 
preventing the potential for random degradation of the habitat, including bald eagle nests.  

This project will benefit the injured services recreation and tourism by managing access 
to various recreational opportunities available at this site. 

KRSMA: Izaak Walton 
Riverbank Protection 

This project will benefit the injured resources Dolly Varden, Pink Salmon, and Sockeye 
Salmon by protecting habitat impacted by foot traffic accessing this fishery. Foot traffic will be 
kept off of the riparian zone by providing river access via ELP walkway and stairs. 
 

This project will benefit the injured services recreation and tourism by improving 
recreational opportunities and the habitat of the species that support those services. 

KRSMA: Slikok Creek 
Habitat Restoration 

This project will benefit the injured resources Dolly Varden, Pink Salmon, Sockeye Salmon by 
restoring riparian areas impacted by the construction of an on-grade, timber-cribbing stairway. 
The timber cribbing stairway will be replaced with an elevated stairway to allow continued 
recreational access without adversely affecting riparian resources. Removal of the abandoned 
walkway will result in a natural setting and appearance.  
 

This project will benefit the injured services recreation and tourism by improving 
recreational opportunities and the habitat of the species that support those services. 
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