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March 24, 2010

Laurel Jennings

Exxon Valdez 01l Spill Trustee Council
441 W. 5*, Suite 500

Anchorage AK 99501-2340

Dear Ms. Jennlngs

I am responding to the recent Notice of Intent of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee
Council (Council) to refine the scope of its restoration efforts and focus its diminishing
funds on five defined restoration categories. I am especially interested in your efforts to
provide long-term support for monitoring of marine conditions. Meritorious rescarch in
Prince William Sound and throughout the spill area has been a hallmark of the Council
and W111 serve as an endurmg legacy.

The 'North"‘Paciﬁc Research Board has funded marine research since 2002 under our
legislated mandate to address pressing fishery management issues and marine
ecosystem information needs. Qur annual funding base of about $9.5 million derives
from the Dinkum Sands litigation and interest earned on the Environmental
Improvément and Restoration Fund established in 1997. Since inception we have
funded 228 regular prOJects for $37.3 million. We have a $52 million partnership with
the National Science Foundatron 10 study the Bermg Sea ecosystem, and are finalizing a
$9 million integrated ‘ecosystem research program (IERP) in the’ Gulf of ‘Alaska. We
strive for efficiency and only use 11-12% of our funds for administration. We also
have a robust educatron and outreach program and data management system

We would welcome the opportumty to explore with the Council optrons for transferrmg
or linking an allocation of part of your restoration funds to our Guif of Alaska TERP for
continued long-term monitoring of marine conditions in the spill area.” The Council and
Board would jointly negotiate guidelines for their use. We believe this approach could
greatly improve our understanding of the marine ecosystems in the spill area and
prov1de an endurmg legaey for the Councﬂ that leverages ongomg research programs

Thank you for your cons_lderatlon of tlns proposal I would be happy to prov1de any
addltlonal mformatron y0u may de51re ”
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