Little.data on the natural resources of the Sound existed
before the Spill. This made assessing the extent of the
. damage difficult.

A rather crude measure—body carcasses—became a pri-
mary yardstick for describing the damage to the public.
However, carcass counts often understated the actual ]
deaths, because many animal carcasses sank; o were,
just never:foundjinjthe Sound’s|huge expanse-__.Fortj
stance, scientists'have estimated the total Ioss of sea-

blrdsf_tﬂbe somewhere around 250,000, even though onlyr

36,279 carcasses were found.
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On October 9, 1991, a settleme"’t was reached

. with theSfe%'e of Alaska, Umted‘[S’tates

‘nment, and the Exxo_.&C"@‘rporatwn on
various criminal charges and criminal claims
t%émst the Exxon Corporation. There were
three distinct parts:

Criminal Plea Agreement -

Exxon Corporatlon wasifined $150 million, the largest fine

‘ever imposed foran enwronmental crime. The court forgave
| $125 millioniof that f|ne in recognition of the Corporation’s

cooperation in cleanlng up the spill and paying certain
private claims. Of the remaining $25 million, $12 million went
tothe North American Wetlands Conservation Fund and $13
million went to the National Victims of Crime Fund.

Criminal Restitution

. Exxon! Corporatlon agreed to pay $100 million for injuries to
| fish, wildlife, and lands.
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Civil Settlement -

Exxon Corporation agreed to pay $900 millio__n, with annual

payments over a 10-year period. The finajﬁayment was in

September 2001.
-~

There was a “reopener’jpr-(')“vision, which allowed the
governments to make claims between Sept. 1, 2002 and Sept
Ty 2006 up:to $100 million for any injuries that were not
known or'foreseeable from information available or
reasonably available at the time of the settlement in 1991.

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council was formed to
oversee restoration of the injured ecosystem through the
use of the $900 million civil settlement and consists of three
state and three federal trustees (or their designees). The
Trustee Council is advised by a Public Advisory Committee.
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