CAN IT HAPPEN AGAIN?

How response and prevention have improved

On March 24, 1989 we were not prepared. With significant
improvements in oil spill prevention and response planning,
Alaska today has the best and safest oil transportation system in
the world.

There are now both scheduled and unannounced drills in the
Sound and regular training exercises. Community training
programs have been established to respond to spill
emergencies.

Improvements in response
capabilities include:
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Double-hulled tankers
As part of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, Congress required

that all tankers in Prince William Sound be double-hulled by

the year 2015. All but one tanker now in-use in the Sound are

already double-hulled. \

Safety Escorts

Two escort vessels how accompany each tanker while passing through \
the entire Sound. Twenty years ago, there was only one escort vessel = =
through Valdez Narrows.

Specially-trained marine pilots
Each ship carries one during its entire voyage through the Sound.

Satellite monitoring
The new system is so advanced the Coast Guard can actually

tell from 35 miles away if a tanker begins to drag its anchor. ~ o

Improvements in forecasting

The Coast Guard has improved instruments to indicate when

sailing conditions warrant shutting down tanker traffic. " A g
s 4

Skimming

The combined ability of skimming systems to remove oil
from the water is now ten times greater than it was in
1980.

In addition to mandating double-hulled tankers, the
Oil Pollution Act of 1990, established public advisory
groups for the Gulf of Alaska. The Prince William
Sound Regional Citizens Advisory Council serves as
a citizen watchdog over the Alyeska Terminal, the
shipping of oil through the Sound, and the
government agencies that regulate the industry; and
49.1 miles of containment boom a similar citizen’s organization watches over oil

This is more than ten times the amount available at issues in Cook Inlet. The Act also established the Oil
the time of the Exxon Valdez spill. Spill Recovery Institute to assess the damage from
oil spills and develop new tools for dealing with

Storage Capacity
Seven barges-are available with a capacity to hold
818,000 barrels of recovered oil.

Dispersant stockpiles spills in cold water environments.
Systems are in place to apply them from helicopters,
airplanes and boats. The debate continues over whether a spill the size of

the Exxon Valdez disaster can be contained and
removed once it is on the water, but there is little
\ doubt that today the ability of industry and
government to respond is considerably strengthened
from 20 years ago.

Improved Contingency planning
Planning now includes a scenario for a spill of 34
million gallons (809,000 barrels). Drills are held in the
Sound each year.



