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Iq'gsuvlsnorstoday experlence the spectacular scenery and
Ju .wnldllfé'of Prince W|II|am Sound and the North Gulf of Alaska.
g AT However one\.of-.the most stunning revelations over the last
1] " ten years'is that Exxon Valdez oil p,,e‘r,smts in the environment
‘and, in places, is nearly as toxnc a?lt was the first few weeks

™
) ‘ after the spill: & " =
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A'survey completed in 2001 estimated approximately 16,000
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‘ -remam one of theiarea’s m_est v
g = t— compelllng animals. While the

,‘: . gall'éris of oil remained and a subsequent study in 2003 - wh o = ﬁ:gmﬁﬁ:::t:::rdm?;efn J
.+ .+ .. raisedithis estimate to approximately,21,000 gallons.. I — " e T recaveredlocaljpopulations in y
T Nl Addltlonal surveys outside Prince William Sound have [ heawl ildtuareas have not
5 o documented lingering 0|I on the Kenai Peninsula'and the : :i" -.‘ M recovgred ook
X Katmai coast, over 450'miles‘away. 3 ] " a L -
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The amount of Exxon Valdez oil remaining substantially

Sea otters excavate pits while foragmg for food ugcludmg

exceeds the sum total of‘all previous oil pollution on ‘1 their preferred{food IS clakms &g depthrecordlng L
T i 3 8 ; o e ! ol instruments, researchers have shown'that sea otter . diving”
 edchex L riges Nillsmgound, llicluding,SIiSpilEduring activities within the intertidal zone are ¢ ‘centered Laround }
the ?964 ol the zero tide elevation;varying upto +1 =2 Eeet above that: &
- - in the same intertidal zone where oil persists on some "~ .
- A e """""\L - - y beaches. Because sea otters lack msulatlnk'g blubber, they ';
x . 4 G - must consume approximately 25% of~the|r'body weightin, & -
. _'t g - il ﬁ : . food each day. This requires each otter' to dig thousands E '1
. w0 il i # o i’ - P L -
Y - re X i":_ o : of pits each year. i \ : - ,
o w0 o . e Sea otters usually have very small home rang";es, typically
. - *_:.. - o o 4§ consisting of a few square kilometers. In thesefsmall =L

Exxon Valdez oil is

) lingering oil when foraging. Unfortunatel

ranges, it is unlikely the otters are av0|d|ng areas of
where clam s
beds and lingering oil patches overlap, |t'|-|s I.ijely that %
dlggmg pits continues to expose sea otters to oil.
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decreasing at a rate-of 0-4%
~ per year, with only a 5% chance
that the rate is as high as 4%. At
this rate, the remaining oil will
take decades or possibly



