A Dark Day

for Alaska...
The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill

March 24, 1989

Early in the morning, the Exxon Valdez struck
Bligh Reef, ripping a large hole in the
single-hulled vessel, rupturing 11 of the
ship’s holding tanks, and releasing nearly 11
million gallons of crude oil into Prince
William Sound.

There was little containment Iﬁ - -
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Exxon Corporation nor Alyeska Pipeline :
Company had a sufficient supply of dispersants or

the means to deploy them. Test burns proved

impractical, and impossible in some cases, due to

the water content of the oily “mousse.”

More than a month later, on April 27, the Exxon Valdez was still hard aground
in the Bay, and still leaking oil.
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