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-Several species have not fuIIy recovered from the
initial da"mage caused by the sprII This is different -
from the continued impacts of Ilngerlng oil. The status
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Killer W ales

Losses to killer whale T

populatlons resulted
prlmarlly from the |n|t|al
acute exposure to.the orT It
is thought that the damage
to killer whales from the =
spill, like other marine
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E mammals was cause!
il breathing the oil’s toxic

g bWhaIe pods jg‘,tlgh;&mt matrlarEhaI‘famllles and any
"'"'" -i deéth espec'la.lly a reproductive- -age or older female,

.can have f'ar-reaghl_Lg consequ_ences Even under |deal
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Two pods bemg;.stud.l,gd m.tkSound at the tlme o
spill lost'more than 40% he|rT-popuIat|on by the .
*followmg year. TI@;MI&S W, werenever seen
£ ‘again, but killer whale c‘arcd"s resknown to S!\.
AB Pod, a resident flsh‘eatmg group, shows some+
signs ofislow recoverytTh‘etATLpo is ;r‘answntﬁ i
on mammals and it.is IlkeIV*-ﬁ_hg-t is'p pulatlo
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What Happened td‘Hemng‘P i,

Herrlng numbe_s in 1 Prince William
‘Sound are still too low. to sustain a =
G commermal’flshery The 1989 year cIass - |
“‘had the lowest recruitment ever ——
measured, but,'due to historic

populatlon fluctuations and_pth\é’"

factors such as dlsease there. |s_debate _
" as to whether the glet:llnre*'lg dlrectly 1 =

!"' .;; linked to the spill. .+ :
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grcommunltlers in th
’Sound and are'an .
.important link:in the
a‘" n.The recdtrery of some
Wpulandﬁs islikely affected by
depre: herrm'g population:’
ng, richjin natural oils;, contain
@"Frt mounts of energy. The
e ystem and its mhabltants
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vk H'erf"'m_’g,‘r overy is a current focus of Lt
0 Trustee pouncll studies. HJ‘rhng s vital
gle‘Ts clear but the path to restc?Fi'ng

H‘l m<portant species is not. Hérrmg *
|ir'ﬁ?p'fulatlons are driven by comblu;@eﬁg\'l
"forces mclu,dlng disease, preda’t’ron
! @d,_oceano.grap’hlc dynamles ny “ L
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