For your information: a letter of thanks from ADFG regarding recent Council
funding for data work, including archiving of herring stock information, creation
of a geodatabase to store hydroacoustic transect data, and completed ArcGIS
format metadata for all GIS data.

The work was completed with in-kind contributions by ADFG and also came in
underbudget.
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September 18, 2018

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
4210 University Drive
Anchorage, AK 99508-4626

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council members:

I am writing to express my (and the Division of Commercial Fisheries) appreciation for the funding you
provided to facilitate improvements with herring data management for State-managed regions affected
by the oil spill. In February 2016, the EVOSTC provided $70,000 to the Alaska Department of Fish &
Game (ADF&G) to support/supplement Prince William Sound data, database, and ArcGIS work to
fulfill outstanding requests from EVOS researchers and Science Panel members and to develop
processes and infrastructure so that ADF&G can respond more quickly to future data requests. Eight
ADF&G employees have worked together to complete the tasks for this project and ADF&G has
contributed additional funding to facilitate additional work related to these tasks. The specific tasks for
which funds were requested have been completed, additional tasks to reach the goal of facilitating data
requests to EVOSTC have also been completed, and all work has been done for $10,000 less than
originally projected. The original tasks (in italics) completed include:

e Archiving of historical age-sex-length data into the ADF&G database
o completed quality assurance/quality control (QAQC) review of 1973-2016 Prince
William Sound age-sex-length (ASL) data
o developed and populated an Oracle database to store data (the first one developed for
State of Alaska herring stocks)
o developed and field tested a front-end interface for direct data entry
o successfully used this application for 2018 Prince William Sound herring data collection
e Disseminating age-sex-length data to EVOS researchers for inclusion in the Herring Portal
(EVOS database)
o Constructing an ArcGIS shape file with historical records of survey coverage and biomass
estimates from ADF&G acoustics surveys as requested by the EVOS Science Panel
o completed quality assurance/quality control (QAQC) review of 1997-2015 Prince
William Sound hydroacoustic data
o created a geodatabase to store all hydroacoustic transect data
o completed ArcGIS format metadata for all GIS data
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Additional tasks completed for regions affected by the Exxon Valdez oil spill include:
e compiling Lower Cook Inlet ASL data 1970-2015 (114 thousand records)
e converting Lower Cook Inlet historical ASL files into a single standardized file type
e partial QAQC of Lower Cook Inlet ASL data

Thank you again for your support of this project. During years of State budget cuts, it has provided
support for ADF&G to move forward with data management and has facilitated collaboration between
ADF&G and EVOS researchers.

Sincerely,

erri Dressel, Ph.D.
Statewide Herring Fisheries Scientist
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September 4, 2015

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
4210 University Drive
Anchorage, AK 99508-4626

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council members:

I am writing to request $70,000 in FY'16 to help ADF&G meet data requests by EVOS researchers,
information requests from the Science Panel, and archiving of historical data and monitoring activities
so they are readily available for EVOS and ADF&G needs now and in the future.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game has spent approximately $200,000 annually on Prince
William Sound herring research and monitoring. This includes $30,000 of staff time to provide data and
assistance for EVOS projects, but this amount of staff time has not been sufficient to meet the needs of
EVOS researchers. As a result, there are outstanding requests from EVOS researchers and the Science
Panel that have not been fulfilled. While ADF&G will continue to provide $30,000 of staff time to assist
with EVOS projects in FY'16, the department is not able to increase the funding for staff time due to
recent budget cuts and the $30,000 alone will not be enough to provide EVOS researchers the time and
support that they need. The $70,000 would provide salary for existing ADF&G database and biologist
staff (if their time can be reallocated to this project) or for a long-term, non-permanent hire to assist
with:

e archiving of historical age-sex-length data into the ADF&G database,

e disseminating age-sex-length data to EVOS researchers for inclusion in the Herring Portal
(EVOS database), and

e constructing an ArcGIS shape file with historical records of survey coverage and biomass
estimates from ADF&G acoustics surveys as requested by the EVOS Science panel.

These funds would also enable ADF&G to respond more quickly to future EVOS data requests for age-
sex-length and acoustic-coverage data. The allocation of funds would be:



Data type Description of work Value
Herring age-sex-length Database configuration, data entry and proofing, $35,000
dissemination to EVOS researchers S
Construct ArcGIS shape file with historical acoustics data $29,220

Acoustics coverage and
biomass estimates

9% General administration fee e ' $5,780
Total $70,000

I believe these funds would facilitate providing EVOS researchers and the Science Panel information for
which they have been waiting and would benefit both EVOS and ADF&G.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Y-yt

Sherri Dressel, Ph.D. '

Statewide Herring Fisheries Scientist
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