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Project Title:  KRSMA Funny River Riverbank Protection   
Project Location: Funny River, Alaska 

Latitude: 60O29’30.48”N  Longitude: 150O51’51.60”W 
 

 
Project Description: 
The Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DNR-DPOR) 
is proposing to construct approximately 105 linear feet of elevated light-penetrating (ELP) walkway at the 
Funny River unit of the Kenai River Special Management Area (KRSMA) to replace previous walkway 
that had outlived its intended useful life and was removed for public safety. Two sets of river access stairs 
will also be constructed in addition to the ELP walkway. The combination of ELP walkway and river 
access stairs will allow foot traffic to travel above the sensitive habitat and into the river without 
impacting riparian resources. The ELP walkway will be designed and constructed in accordance with 
Kenai Peninsula Borough Ordinance 21.18 for light penetration.  
 
This project will also install three interpretive signs intended to facilitate redirecting human impact and to 
promote public participation in the long term success of the project and project objectives. 
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Project Justification: 
This project is located at the confluence of the Kenai River and Funny River. The Funny River KRSMA 
Unit is located at the south bank of the Kenai River where very few public river access opportunities 
exist. As such, this park unit experiences heavy use during peak sport fish season by anglers seeking to 
catch King, Silver, Red, and Pink salmons, Dolly Varden, and Rainbow trout. In response to a need for 
habitat protection and managed river access, an elevated walkway structure was funded by the EVOSTC 
in 1996 (Restoration Project 99180) and constructed at the site in 1997. Over the years, the structure 
performed very well and accomplished what it was intended to do. Around 2013, after almost two 
decades of heavy use, the structure started exhibiting signs of age and wear and tear beyond minor repair. 
By 2015, a section of the walkway had fallen into disrepair and was removed for public safety. A 20-year 
design life is typical of timber-frame structures similar to those at Funny River SRA.  
 
The removal of nearly 100 feet of walkway reduced the sites river access abilities. This project is 
necessary to provide managed river access for anglers, protect habitat, and prevent future deterioration of 
riparian resources at this recreation facility. Without this project, anglers will trample over riparian 
resources to gain river access which will deteriorate fish habitat along the riverbank. Degradation of the 
riverbank habitat affects more than the area that is directly impacted. Overhanging vegetation is lost as 
banks slough which can decrease areas of cooler water in time of high heat, in addition the sediment 
transfer of degraded banks can cause an increase in turbidity downstream of the impacted area making the 
effects of the habitat degradation larger than the localized area. Creating infrastructure may deter user 
groups from creating many paths to a destination and decrease the overall footprint of impact. 
 

 
Figure 1 - Location of Previous Elevated Walkway (November 9, 2017) 

 
This project will address injured resources Dolly Varden (recovered), Pink Salmon (recovered), and 
Sockeye Salmon (recovered) and the injured human service Recreation and Tourism (recovering). The 
referenced injured resources are listed as recovered (2014 Injured Resources and Services Update), 
however, this project seeks to provide long term habitat protection which plays a critical role in ensuring 
that the recovered status of those resources are sustained. 
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Project Support: 
This proposed project is consistent the objectives of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Plan to 
restore the environment, specifically, through habitat restoration and protection. Additionally, this project 
is in support of DNR-DPOR’s mission to provide outdoor recreation opportunities and conserve and 
interpret natural, cultural, and historic resources for the use, enjoyment, and welfare of the people. This 
project is further supported by the following groups: 

 Kenai River Special Management Area Advisory Board and  

 Kenai River Sportfishing Association. 
 
Estimated Project Cost:  $248,525   
Estimate Year:  2018   
Estimate Type: Preliminary 
 
Attachments: 

1. Concept Site Plan 
2. Letters of Support 

 
 







Kenai River Sportfishing Association 
35093 Kenai Spur Highway, Soldotna, AK 99669 

907-262-8588   www.krsa.com  

 
 
June 6, 2018 
 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
4210 University Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99508-4626 
 
Dear EVOS Trustee Council Members: 
 
Kenai River Sportfishing Association (KRSA) is a nonpartisan, nonprofit fishery conservation 
organization that works to ensure the long-term health and sustainability of fish resources in the Kenai 
River, through advocacy of sport and personal use fisheries and the promotion of science-based fish 
management. KRSA supports the two project proposals, at Funny River and at Morgan’s Landing, from 
the Alaska State Parks to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council (EVOSTC).  
 
The Funny River project includes the installation of 105 feet of elevated light-penetrating (ELP) 
walkway and two angler access stairs at the Funny River Campground, Kenai River Special Management 
Area (KRSMA). Located at the confluence of the Funny and Kenai Rivers on Funny River Road, the 
project will provide improved angler access to primarily sockeye and silver salmon fisheries while also 
protecting the riparian fish habitat. The Funny River Campground is one of the few public access 
locations for bank anglers on the south side of the Kenai River along Funny River Road, and the 
proposed improvements will be an important upgrade to the facility.  
 
The Morgan’s Landing project includes restoration of 700 feet of riparian fish habitat and installation of 
a new EPF walkway and angler access stairway at the Morgan’s Landing State Recreational Area in 
KRSMA. This section of the Kenai River provides important high value rearing habitat for juvenile 
salmon and is popular for bank anglers fishing for sockeye and silver salmon. The proposal incorporates 
proven restoration techniques for fish habitat with cabled spruce trees and brush layering, and the ELP 
design for anglers provides important public access while protecting riparian fish habitat.   
 
KRSA supports these two projects and recommends that the EVOSTC fund them in the upcoming cycle.  
 
Respectfully, 

 
Ricky Gease, Executive Director 
Kenai River Sportfishing Association  

http://www.krsa.com/
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Project Title:  KRSMA: Morgan's Landing Riverbank Restoration   
Project Location: Sterling, Alaska 

Latitude: 60O29’53.99”N  Longitude: 150O51’47.35”W 
 

 
Project Description: 
The Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DNR-DPOR) 
is proposing to restore approximately 700 linear feet of riverbank along a heavily impacted section of the 
Kenai River located within Morgan’s Landing Unit of the Kenai River Special Management Area 
(KRSMA) and construct approximately 24 linear feet of elevated light-penetrating (ELP) walkway to 
supplement the existing system of walkways already at the site. One sets of river access stairs will also be 
constructed in addition to the ELP walkway. The riverbank stabilization will use brush layering and 
spruce tree revetment as described in the design manual Streambank Revegetation and Protection: A 
Guide for Alaska. The combination of ELP walkway and river access stairs will allow foot traffic to travel 
above the sensitive riverbank and into the river without impacting riparian resources. The ELP walkway 
will be designed and constructed in accordance with Kenai Peninsula Borough Ordinance 21.18 for light 
penetration.  
 
This project will also install three interpretive signs intended to facilitate redirecting human impact and to 
promote public participation in the long term success of the project and project objectives. 
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Project Justification: 
The Kenai River’s world class fisheries attract thousands of anglers each year. Morgan’s Landing gets its 
fair share of anglers seeking to catch King, Silver, Red, and Pink salmons, Dolly Varden, and Rainbow 
Trout. River access at this site has taken its toll and has resulted in damage to riparian resources along the 
river. This project is necessary to provide managed river access for anglers, restore vegetation to the 
riverbank, and prevent future deterioration of riparian resources along this section of the Kenai River. 
Without this project, anglers will continue to trample over the riverbank to gain river access which will 
inhibit the natural recovery of damaged resources and further deteriorate fish habitat along the riverbank. 
Degradation of the riverbank habitat affects more than the area that is directly impacted. Overhanging 
vegetation is lost as banks slough which can decrease areas of cooler water in time of high heat, in 
addition the sediment transfer of degraded banks can cause an increase in turbidity downstream of the 
impacted area making the effects of the habitat degradation larger than the localized area. Creating 
infrastructure may deter user groups from creating many paths to a destination and decrease the overall 
footprint of impact. 
 
This project will address injured resources Dolly Varden (recovered), Pink Salmon (recovered), and 
Sockeye Salmon (recovered) and the injured human service Recreation and Tourism (recovering). The 
referenced injured resources are listed as recovered (2014 Injured Resources and Services Update), 
however, this project seeks to provide long term habitat protection which plays a critical role in ensuring 
that the recovered status of those resources are sustained. 
 
Project Support: 
This proposed project is consistent the objectives of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Plan to 
restore the environment, specifically, through habitat restoration and protection. Additionally, this project 
is in support of DNR-DPOR’s mission to provide outdoor recreation opportunities and conserve and 
interpret natural, cultural, and historic resources for the use, enjoyment, and welfare of the people. This 
project is further supported by the following groups: 

 Kenai River Special Management Area Advisory Board,  

 Kenai River Sportfishing Association. 
 
Estimated Project Cost:  $507,710   
Estimate Year:  2018   
Estimate Type: Preliminary 
 
Attachments: 

1. Concept Site Plan 
2. Letters of Support 

 
 







Kenai River Sportfishing Association 
35093 Kenai Spur Highway, Soldotna, AK 99669 

907-262-8588   www.krsa.com  

 
 
June 6, 2018 
 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
4210 University Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99508-4626 
 
Dear EVOS Trustee Council Members: 
 
Kenai River Sportfishing Association (KRSA) is a nonpartisan, nonprofit fishery conservation 
organization that works to ensure the long-term health and sustainability of fish resources in the Kenai 
River, through advocacy of sport and personal use fisheries and the promotion of science-based fish 
management. KRSA supports the two project proposals, at Funny River and at Morgan’s Landing, from 
the Alaska State Parks to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council (EVOSTC).  
 
The Funny River project includes the installation of 105 feet of elevated light-penetrating (ELP) 
walkway and two angler access stairs at the Funny River Campground, Kenai River Special Management 
Area (KRSMA). Located at the confluence of the Funny and Kenai Rivers on Funny River Road, the 
project will provide improved angler access to primarily sockeye and silver salmon fisheries while also 
protecting the riparian fish habitat. The Funny River Campground is one of the few public access 
locations for bank anglers on the south side of the Kenai River along Funny River Road, and the 
proposed improvements will be an important upgrade to the facility.  
 
The Morgan’s Landing project includes restoration of 700 feet of riparian fish habitat and installation of 
a new EPF walkway and angler access stairway at the Morgan’s Landing State Recreational Area in 
KRSMA. This section of the Kenai River provides important high value rearing habitat for juvenile 
salmon and is popular for bank anglers fishing for sockeye and silver salmon. The proposal incorporates 
proven restoration techniques for fish habitat with cabled spruce trees and brush layering, and the ELP 
design for anglers provides important public access while protecting riparian fish habitat.   
 
KRSA supports these two projects and recommends that the EVOSTC fund them in the upcoming cycle.  
 
Respectfully, 

 
Ricky Gease, Executive Director 
Kenai River Sportfishing Association  

http://www.krsa.com/
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