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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
.AMONG THE STATE AND· FEDERAL 

NATURAL.-RESOURCE TRUSTEES FOR THE 
. EXXON .VALDEZ .OIL 'SP:tLL 

.·r ... :; ... · . 

. , . ~ .: .. ·;.... '." ... ',.:;i3; (//: .. ::·:>· . .-:~ .... :.; ~-:. · INT.R·on_uc~IoN· . ''.· , . .'. , '" . . . 
Th.H;l . )1e:rttotaiidt::rm ro·~· ;,.'.:QI).dei;~tarid:j.ng". ( 11 MOU 11 ) amol}g· " th~ .. · '. Si;:;a te an(l 
Fect7i;-·a.i: .... IJ;a:t:ti:i:hl. · re~;ci.\J;r:.ce .. trits,t·~es for: the E:ip:.;an·. v;ai,9:·~-:~ "bi.1' spill 
( 

11 011. BpilJ,. 1') .. is ·, .e.n:tered: int9: to .ens'Ure .·the _com::-Cl.i..m:1.t1on ahd . 
coop·~ration'·'·amorig·<:the: :Trust;eei;;· ).n the· :i;estora.t..iPl1 o:i:: .... the n·attiral . 
. ;i3so\ii:-m!~s· . .lrijui:'ed ,_:fl9.$:t;:or qestroyed as. a result; '9t: .t;h~. q'il:" .s'pill. 

~' .'• ' • '" I ' ' ,: ·/:',:~ • r .. :.l:·;~, ..... ;J•>.'•: :•.:t:'·',":'•I' • ,• • , •• ' • ~ ''.' ' ' I • 

. , . · .·>>;: .. " , ... ,.II~ PlUtTIES. . ...... , .. 

. ·'.~h~" .. fbI.low:lrig •·b~·£.'.I'~:l~),~::'{1~rr·£-.u'~tees 11 )·. are parti~s. t~.: this. ·M~u-.-·~~d 
act o}i 'behaBt_; of,:·: tlie":.'p\il,:>i~c'.'·as.·' trustees· ·for· the· natu.iai ·res·ourC:es 
injured, lost or."~e_:s:t.royed _as a "result of the: Oil .. Sp~l.1'.: ,.:.:, , , .. 

..'.....:A.tt6ri1'ey :.iGen~rctl.-. Q.,f th,~. state of Alaska; . . . · . · .. ,. ·. ·' : .. , .. · 
'" ..... :>-. ·. ·,. /; "::.' ':,.:.· :<\~;:'.: :>;/. '<" :, : . . . . . :. . .. ' .. ,. .. ;, ",·:··.,. """ 7 •· , ..... 

·: . --conmi'iss1one:i;.,~j'·/\.;I;;;i.sk:a. Department ·.of ~nv:)..ronmeptal ': · . 
. . · .. ,. Coris_~r-v.a:t~c;>n;;·._.: .. ::~ ;'.:·";_:" · .. . .. · · · ~ .. · · ....... ;,:. · 

. '7-c~·~r.ssibn:~;;:;,t:.~ia:s~i;i. _oepartm~ht ·o~: Ffsh::'.ari~ .... '.~a;~i3; .:· · ·· 
. ·.:. · .. ; ... · ..... ~··~:t.: .. ;:·\: .. ~~::::_,/:.~··.~~:·.:..·~·:·: ·, ·,~ .· ... · .~· .. 

. , ;.:...:.s~creta:ry. io:j:.'.)\g·r..;i.Qµ:ltute; .·, .. , . . . .. · · · 
. ' ;· . ', . :· : ·. ,'.: .. ·~· . '_! :: .:· ,; :(.:; ':_:-~· _:. :' . :=:-:. . ~ . ' ! .. ·:. ... . . : . ;- • ! .• : : • 

-:-.:.seoret;a,ry.·~ .. 0·1\·'th~ :-rn:teric:>r·;. ·a:n:d 
. ,::·.: :: .. ~ <.:::. -:.,;·.j, . ... ; ... . ". l •.. ,:· . . •.: :,f .' 

~:.:._Adminis'ti"atof\~.'.;·;:N~t{on~l: Oce.anic· and Atmospher;lc' ~ .: 
. Admih±$tra:t:;!fc;:i}:i~:, .... :·:nepartment ·"of· commerce. ·.. · ·· · · · 

. . . . . .. •' . .. ' . . .: .. ·:: :,,. .· : 
. : -. .. ·:· ~:~\ 1::·~ ~::~ : .. . . . . . . . . ·, . ' . . ' .. 

trr~· P'ORPOSE .. .. .. }-·'.!.:<.• i . ; . . :!' 
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The ptirpo.::fe1 of> tti'f$.·,,:M;O~(:is· t~o confirm: the .. est~bl;isbment by:_ the 
Trustees of,. and ... tti,.e· .p..uthO'rities. granted· to,·.:;the.·:~xx_c;:>n,'.·V:<;ll.de'z, oil 
Spi_ll. T:i::-ustee counc~·L '{"Trustee Council·"· or·· "Gouni::Jl11.)'. · 1ocated in 
Al·a· 'ska"~." : '· - .. ·-r:> · · ·.,. ·· -;' ··.-·t .. • 

: ' .: •:Ii l ( ' :~ ' ''. .' ' ' ,· • • ., ' 
" . ·"' ·: . \ .. • := ,' . 

. : · .... ~ :' . . ;·· ," 
.... 

' ' • ' ' • " • : ,: • ., ': ', '~ ... :., /: \ .:. :' .- : ' '', I • ' ' • ' • '•1 : ' : • • :" • • ~ • ' ',' .: • ' : ' ' _." .' " ' • • ( 

The Trustees :.~.nter_;Jri.t9)::.hi_s_ .~ou. 1n accordance \>f.it:h;.tn~--··(iuth'orities 
providect·: to ... '.e13.ch1 j.'I\i:.µs't~e·: by .-·s-ection ... 311(.f). "q~: ..... th$ '.:.Jf.eO.eraL·.water 
Polluticm _. contrd;i.;-c:.(1)\.p~:r,', .3T. · U,·~s.c •. 1321'(f).;, .. tii.e· .. .,!!1eJ;ir9rarid_um of 
Agreement and· cons~rit. ·Decree .. ( "MOA") .. approved,. and· :~P.~.~.te.d .·on August 
28, 1991, in· uriited· sta::te·s v.~ ~state of Alaska, "N'.o~· 'A.9i~oa-i cv.;· and 

.. · the. ·Agreement . and:.:· :C!onsent Dgcfee (.i'Consent oe·aree" )",".approved . and 
.· .. ~ntered on obtob.~i-·.~·a·}" .. 199.1, _:in. United States v~ · Exxori Corporation, 

, et·:·al ... ~·,' )tb: :A91.~iJ~·2Jcv:,:a·no. state' 6f"A1aska.-V'~, :Exxon. c~.rporation, et 
at>. ·r::ra·~ A·Qi'Z:os'.3/,;:¢v;> c\i:id, ·se.'ct:'~t:fri:" ·201 . .. of ... _tp,~; o:~~¢_ Emergency 
supplemental App'r6priati6ns Act:: and.' Transfer fi:>r. Ri?.lief.'.-f.rom _the 
Effect of Natural:. Disasters,·': for ·.Other· U:t:"gent·,.cNedc;ls, .·and for 
Incremental. Cost:;qf "'operat~on Desert Shield/Des~rt. s.torm I.'. Act of 

"::._. .. _:.-.":: <· ·" 
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1992, P.L. l02-229 (12/12/91). 

V. TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

The Trustees hereby confirm in writing the establishment by the 
Trustees of the Trustee council i·acated in Alaska, whose membership 
is comprised of either a designee of each Trustee or the Trustee. 
himself. The Trustee Council may take any act: ion, consistent with 
applicable iaw, the MDA, the consent Deqree and this'MOU, necessary 
t·o restore the natural res·ources injured, lost, or destroyed as a 
result of the oil Spill. To carry out its .responsibili tie.s, the· 
Council shall establish appropriate policies and procedures, 
including standards and procedures (a) governing the .joint use and 
expenditure of moneys from the Joint Trust Fund in th$ Registry of 
the District Court, as it determines are necessary; and (b) for 
meaningful public participation, including the receipt of advice by 
the council of advice from the public advisory group on. behalf of 
the. Trustees. 

Upon completion of _public review and comment on the proposed annual 
work plan, the Federa-1 members of the Trustee Council shall submit 
to their Departments, through normal channels, the Fede;ral portion 
of the budget then agreed upon· by the · Trustee council for 
appropriate,review and approval. It is expected that such review, 
including that of the Office of Management and Budget, will be 
completed within 30 days of receipt in Washington. Similarly, with 
.respect to the State portion of the· budget, ·State mem.P~:i:;-$. of the 
Trustee council will take appropriate action to comply· with State 
requirements. Upon notification of Federal Executi v~ Branch . 

·approval of the Federal portion of the budget and similar 
notification from the. State Executive Branch, the Truste_e Council 
will request· the Sta~e . of Alaska Department of Law and the U.S. 
Department of Justice to petition the court for release of 
settlement funds and. the!. transfer of these funds r respectively ( to 
the U.S. fDepartment of the!.. Interior Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment and Restoration (NRDA&R) Fund and to an account 
designated by the state. of Alaska. · 

If the review process of e_ither government resu.lts, ip the opinion· 
of one government, in an undue delay in filing a petition with the· 
Court which would adversely impact it, the· Trustee counci 1 will, 
upon written request o.f the conc_erned government, provide 
appropriate consent for a joint petition to the Court for funds to 
b~used for the activities identified in the budget approved by the 
Trustee council :i;:or ··that concerned government. 

V-I. MISCELLANEOUS 

This MOU--· supersedes and rep.laces all. .·previous interagency 
agreements regarding ·the orc;raniza'tion and .coordinatiqn of Oil. Spill 
activities of the . F.ederal Trustees-,. . including the ·.Memorandum of 

. ·~ . 
.. \' Agreement dated. Apri~ .. 28, 198~ • . ..;_,.,· . 
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' \. Nothing herein is intended to void any actions taken by. the Trustee 

Council prior to the ... ·execution of this MOU, and such aqtions· are 
hereby ratified tQ:· .the. extent they are consistent. with ·this MOU; 
the MOA and the Cbnaeh~·becr~e. ·· · · 

Nothing· in this Mou:·sp.al:l be construed· as oblig~ting ·the .united 
states or the state: .. :of Al.aska to expend any fund$· . .iri · exce:8s of 
appropriations aµtliori.zed. by 1aw. . ... . . . . . 

·. :.1 .. 

The designation . of <8.-.· :_.sub~ti tute or successi::n."'· T;;.u~_tee ·by .either 
Government shall not·. affect· the J;fghts and r~sponsibili,.ties under 
this M:OU. . .. " .. 

', .. 

The rights and re'sp_cin'sibil.ities contained in this· MOU· shai.l not be 
the basis ·of. any th,frd·.·party challenges or appeals-:". 

y!J: ~·.·AMENDMENTS AND TERMINATION. 

Amehd~ents ,. -niodif:t'catibns· or· termination of the MOU may_.·b~. propo~ed 
by any Trustee. and::~}lail become effective upon unanimous written 
approv;;il of . the Trtist$.es ~ This MOU shall otherwise tenninat.e upon 
the· earlier of the: qc:)mp_letion of the restoration- program resulting. 
from the Oil· Spill;.:: or tP.e expenditure of all Joint Trust Fund 
monies. 

VIII. EXECUTION 

This MOU may be _e~ec~ted:in counterparts. A copy with. i;tl-1. original 
executed s~gnatµre:-.·pagefo . aff i:xed shall constitute: the :orig.;i.nal MOU. 
The date of exe·cut'ion-. shall :be the date of the final Trustee's 

re. 
··.·. : ·: . . . '•. . 

Date: SEP I .0 .1992_ ... , .. ·: 

Jl~~0 
Adminis rat6r,. ·.Na,tional. oceanic 
Atmosph ric· Admini~rtra:~ion, 
Department of cominerce. . 

.. . . · .· 
"' .· ~ . . 

Date: SEP 2 5 · 1992 .. 
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Attorney. General. of Alaska 

Date: lo~t·'I.~ 

Conmti:s si on_$;r: l. v 'e.o.bAii-Ekfa:G 
Oepartmen~ _o~CpJ:lserva'tibn 

Date:_ .to(i l;'f:"L- · . 
.... , ··--.-· .~'>. 

I _,...·/ ·:. 
' . {' I . I .. :. • .1 ' . 

\·;_,'I . . '·'l ·:-. 1 \/._....;...,__.(_ ._.,.-

Coromissic::iner:, ,Alaska 
Departnien:t:. of. Fish and 
Game · 

Date: 




