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Youth Area M'atch Progmn~ 

fiestoration Project 002 10 
Annual Report 

Studt Mistory Thc prqject effort uas initiated as part af a detailed study plan in 19% 
and is in its fifth year. The abjectrye ofthe project is to invofvc the youth of Prince 
\i'iIliant Sound, Kenm Fjords and Zrrwcr Cook Inlet in research funded by Exxon t'ctftr'cfz 
Oil Spill Tntstce Council. 

Absfrag: The project involved students fron~ the Chugach Sekuol District in cunent 
research and restoratior~ projects funded by the E.x.li'utt I'ulcJvz Oil Spill 'X'nastee Council in 
Pr~nce William Sound and Resurrection Ray. The restoration projects that szudenzs kvrre 
in~o1vt.d ivith i~lcludcd: ( 1 )  991 95: Pristane Monitoritlg in Mussels, ( 2 )  99245: 
Commm-tity-Bascd Harbor Seal hlixnagement and Biosampling, f3) 99012A-BAA: 
Comprehensive Kitter iyhafe In~estigation in Prince tiVitliam Sound, 1.1) 99273: Surf 
Scotcr Life I-Iistoq and Ecology, Student involvement was from Cordow, Chenega Bay. 
Nanz~alek, Port Grahan, Sctvard, TatitIek, Saldea and \%ittier. The prqjcct coordinator 
responsibilities \yere divided into t i ~ o  half-time positions .to better meet diverse needs. 
Thc coordinators supe~ised students md coordinated activities between scientists and 
stiidents. The projects illcreased the awareness of youth regarding the effects of the oil 
spill and encouraged their involarement in subsistence, research and the initial restoratton 
processes. The guiding pr~t~ciple of this project is that the success of lorag-tern effective 
restoration 1s dependent 1111 yxith inr*'ufvement. 'The leadership of today" youth tvill be 
tn tegraf to restoration and subsistence f"or the Suture. The support of studen& within 
Prince M'iiliam Sound md ofher spill impacted areas is needed to insure that adequate 
subsistence an4 restoration are contir-iued in the future. 

Key t"r'or8s: Alaska SeaLife Center, blue mussel, Chenega Bay, Cordova, Erxurr ti.rldez -- 
oil. spili, harbor seal biosamplitlg,, meteorology, Narz~vateEt, oceai~ography, Port Graham, 
Prince Ff'illiam Sound, pris~rie fiydrocarbon, restoration, Resurrection Bay. scoter, 
Seldovm Sexi'ard subsistence, Tatitlek, i'aldcz. Whittier. 

Pmiect Dat_a: f %'ill bc addressed in finat report, 1 

Gitagion: 
Ghildress, J., and 3 .  Wall. 2000. Youth area trlatch program, Exxm f.%ldez Oil Spill 

Restoration Psqiect Atmual Report (Restoration Project 002 1.03, Alaska 
Departmerit of Fish and Ciame, Habitat and Restoration Division. Anchorage, 
Alaska. 
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Thc Chugach School District mvolved community youth with local (especially site 
specific) research. suhsiskllce, md resteratian. They provided the youth with thc 
scientific skills rtnd knowledge necessary to csnduct individual and community research. 
The students pafiicipated in various rcscareh projects associated with, and flmded by, 
L ~ ~ o t t  f irldcz Oil Spill Trustce Council. This included cooperative \vork with ~arfTious 
rehearch agencies and prir~cipal investigators. Students were given the opportuility to 
participate tn d l  pro-&% identi lied u ithin this rcport. Tht coordinators facilitated 
trctinirtg and communication for il-r\tolved youth. The coordinators also served as day-to- 
cIat llalsons betweon the scientists that served on the bigger projects and the students that 
pro\ ided, or helped provide, infamation and data to those larger pr~jcczs. The students 
took the skills that were leanlcd ttlrough. their involi?ement with these prajects and 
~ncoqorated them i i m  rcstoratiorl activities for their schuai. con~munity and region, 

, * I he prczgram entitled "Yuufh Are3 Watch" is comprised of school enrolled youth 
(grades 7- 123 af the Princc William Sound. Kcnai Fjords and lower Cook lnlet region. 
Ttlrough the Trustee Council's effor~s and fmding. these students hive gained an 
rncreased kno5vlcdgc and responsibiliq for the North Gulf Ecosystem. The Seward 
SeaLife Center, has provided increased local involtfement in these md related projects, 
The students in Youth Area W m h  have been given the oppolZuniiy by the Trustee 
Council to became more involved with scientific research in their communities, These 
experiences will help pre are them for asuming marc active roles in subsistence and the 
restarat ion effort, 

'The Prince Wlinrn Sound Science Center. the Alaska Native Harbor Sea4 Comtnission, 
ihc North Gulf Oceanic Society, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Ala$ka SeaLife 
Center. and the Auke Bay Labordtories conducted by NOAA in Juneau, have been 
~nvotved with the Ctlugaeh School District to insure condnued successfui implernent;tticm 
of the Youth Area Watch program. These ageneies incorporated student contributions 
from Cordova, Chenepa Bay, Nanwalek, Port Graham, Seward, Tatitlek, 'iiaildez and 
tyhittier as part of their current research projects, 

The students h v e  continued ro develop awareness, during the 1 W 9 i O O  school ycar, of 
manj of the research projects in thc oil impacted region of Princc %'iIliam Sound, 
Rcsunectron Bay and Lower Cook Inlet. They also have kid the opportunity to ~rriork in 
cortj unction with the principal investigators of the above mentioned agencies on rcsearch 
proJects deal~ng with identified injured or endangered resources, 



"ftventy four students and eight site coordinators were chose11 from the Chugach School 
District, Cordova. Nanwalek, Port Gmham, Seward and Valdez?. They parricipated in 
training and the subsequent research that was identified by the grant and is listed bctotv, 
Each of the sites involved had students help collect data that was used by the on-going 
research projects. This data was also used to provide a base of understandirrg that 
allowed students to draw their own conclusions on the information that was gathered. 
The invt~lvexnrnt was limited to the project$ that are summarized as fbliotvs: 

I .  Pristane b9oniforing in Mussels, Project Number 00195. This project. was 
conducted by the Prince ?VilIianl Sound Prxstane-Mussel Monitoring Progrant at the 
Atasks Fisheries Seiencc Cex~tcr, Auke Bay Labomtoy, 1 1305 Glacier Highway, Juneau, 
: lK 99901 -8626. The prineipdl investigators were Jeff Short and Pat Harris, both from 
the nuke Bay 1,abftf;irory. 

131tic tnussels tvere collected by Pat P.farris and the Youth Area Watch students 
thsoiighout the Sound, Lo& er Coak Inlet and Resursection Ba) to measure their pristaste 
concetihtion 'Ievcts. Pristane is a hydrocarbon made by #~OC~~CII*IWS and C ~ ~ C I N Z I S  
copeprrds. l t is thought that the copegods use pristane to help maintain their buoyancy in 
seaurater. When these copepods arc abunrtant in the spring, many fish and birds feed on 
tt-lern. The pristane in the copepods transfers to the predators when the copepods are 
eaten. t%ristanc is also refeased in feces of predators into the water, ussels may- then 
ingest the pristane in these feces as they filter water during feeding. It is Jeff Short as 
hypothesis that monitoring the psistane content of local mussels during hatcizery releases 
of pink salmon frlj will lead to thc ability to make reliable predictions of pink salmon 
returns. High concentrations of pristane coincidcntai with the release sf the fiy wouid 
indicate a high numbers of copepods upon which the fry can feed, The abltndarlt foad 
cuppi) would lead to a high rate grow& and survival for the fry and a large return of 
adult iish two years later. 

The sc~cntisrs are also trying to understad the t~ansfer of energy in the food web 
the Prince U'illiam Sound ecosystem. The capt3pods ax near tfie bottom of the food web. 
A plerrtifuX zooplankton supply helps insure heafthlr p ulations on the higher graphic 
levels. ~Zlfore copepods mean more energy available far fish, birds and mammals. 
I Iatcheries manitor planktan abmdance to help decide when to release fy, and hawing 
the pristane levels in mussels can help thas effort. 

The only biological sources of prisrane in Prince tk'illiam Sound are the ,Veuccllarzr.ts. and 
C~lttrazls tapqads.  Since pristane is a chenjicalty stable compound that concentmtes in 
fat deposits, it is casiiy mnsferred through d l  of the levels of the food web. Therefore, 
pristar-le can be used as a a"tracer" of energy from the copepods through the ecosystem. 
The ultimate gad nf this research is io understand some of the natural factors that coi-ltrol 
the fish. n~ammal and bird poptrlations in Prince f.Vifliam Sound by studying the energy 



tloxv through thc ecosystem. Analyses of pristanc in mussels is a way to see how much 
of t h ~  energy flows through the lower levels of the food web. 

Students collected ntusseh along a 20 mcter transect once or ttxr'ice er rnoi~tlr {depending 
on a schedule established by Pat Harris). Twenty mussels were colLected during each 
collection and were placed in a Ziplok bag. They were then labeled. frozen, and stored 
until picked-iip or shipped, The students were provided Ziplob: bags and labeling tags. 

2. Cornmunip-Based Harbar Seal hlaaagemant and Biosampling, Project Kurnber 
00245. This project was cotlducted by the Alaska Native Harbor Seal Commission, and 
the Alaska Uepagmcnt of Fish and Game. The principat in\restigators were Vicki k'anek 
(Ataska Dcyartn~ent oEFisk md. Ciame) and Monica Riedel (Executive Director of the 
Alaska Kative Harbur Seal Conamission). 

Seals in certain gcographlc areas of Alaska appear to be healtlty, and their numbers arc 
stable or gro\ving. But in several areas of Alaska, especially the Prince tVilliam Sound 
atld Kodiak regiorts. there are far fewer harbor seals now than there were 20 years ago. 
The p~ncipal in\ estigators are making an attempt to detemine thc cause of the declines 
and passihlc methods for pron~oting recovery. Thcy are collecting data to deteminc 
factors corttri buring to the decline. Possible factors include disease, ~rjadequare or 
inappropriate food sapply, high pup mortality rate, and low birth rates. Comparison of 
scals in different areas gives a better understanding and offers possible conclusions trt the 
hypotheses set bbrtlt, 

Seat hunters from various con~nlunities in the Aleutians, Bristol Bay. Kodiak area, Prince 
\Vif l i m  Sound, and the Southeast were workllzg with researchers to answer questions 
about thc health s f  Ala arbor seals, They coke d measurements and sampies 
from subsistence ham rbor seals so that resear FS (from Naticrnal Marine 
Fisheries, Alaska Fish & Game, and tftc University of Alaski) working together eoufd 
study and compare the health of harbor seais around the state. 

Samples from differcat pms of the seal werc coilected for different reasons. The skin 
%.as used for genctic studies to detemme stuck identity and to understand how closely 
related harbor seafs are in difirent parts of the state. The blubber was used for fat 
analysis. This helps to learn about a seal's diet and the health of their energy stores. 
Also, tcsting was done to detemine if certain contnminants were present. The teeth were 
used to Icam exact age, The whiskers were used for stable isotope studies. This provides 
infannation about large scale changes in the diet. The starnacb contents were sampled tu 
detemline recent diet. The skuif was used for ma~hometric studies. The liver. hean, 
and kidney were used to deternine the health of the sear and certain contaminant levels. 
The tneasurcments and weights w erc used to study growth and body condition, 

llrzntcrs and the respective students from each \,illage or sampling site had one set uf  
spring scales. data f'onns, smalt bag labels, magic markers, measuring tape. Ziplok bags. 



rulers, and a t rey  shary, knife. Sampting generally occurred about once a month if 
subsistence hunting tvas aking place in the community. 

3.  Surf seater Life History and Ecalogy, Project 3umber 00273. This project is 
conducted b) Dan Rasenberg of' Alaska Depafiment of Fish md  Game. 
'This project was riesil-ed to study the Me history and ecoiogj of surf scoters .that 
or*.e~~s,inter in Prince IVittiam Sound, This was acconxplished by capturing birds in the 
sprtng and implantmg them with light-x~eight radio transmitters. These tra~lsmittcrs 
allowed the birds to be tracked by sateltile for up to one year, A larger number of birds 
recerved transmitters &is year (approsimately 2 5 ) .  Only the Iargest and healthiest 
spccirnens from the capture activities were selected f ~ r  surgey. A the rest were 
rtlcasurcd. banded and released, During each the active capture days, 211-30 birds were 
processed, zfnathei. aspect of this project lvas the gather"ing of traditional ecological 
knoivledge ~ibour surf scoters and other sea ducks. Youth Area kli'atch st-ude~lts took an 
active rule in this part of thc project by interviewing community members. Students 
assisted in the capture. care and rclcase on the birds. Field activities were based aboard 
the M\cf D i s c o j ~ e ~  in the region of St.  vath hew% Bay in Port Gravina and Brca Inkt near 
Curdo~a. 

In rcspomc to lack of success (moflality issues) with perfoming surgery in the Treid, this 
yttar"s surgeries were pesormed during a two week captivity at the Sea Life Center. 
Dunng this time, the birds tvere housed in one of the l ~ r g e  outdoor pools at the Seward 
facility. Half of the capfive birds undenvent surgesy and thc other half were kept as a 
control fur the captit7ity. 

4. Campreheesive k3ller 'CYhale Investigation in Prince 'CVilliam Saund, Psojeet 
Number 0003ZA-BAA. This project is conducted by Craig Matkin and Eva Saulita. 
Craig and Eva spend approximately 100 days per year eoflecting data an individual k i k r  
whales it1 Prince William Sound and tlx Kenai Fj jords area. Each whale is photographed 
and cataloged based on identifying markings and family relationships. Through many 
years of study, all the whales that frequent the nofihenr Gulf of Alaska have been 
ider~ified and cataloged. Genetics studies have been very help fut in detemining 
breeding habits and f~miiial relationships within graups. 

Youth Area Watch students were mined by Craig and Eva to identify and photograph 
killer wfrales, Through this process they were able to g i n  a wealth of current 
inforn~atioxt about &e local pptrlation and kif ler whales in general. S 
worked with Craig and Eva durixng three days of field identification and tracking in the 
Kcnai Fjords area. This fieid experience allawed the students to put what &elt learned to 
goad use as the! assisted the scientists aboard the obsewation vessel. 

*The: project coordinators were Je~xnifer Childress and Joshua Hall, The coordinators 
cict eloped a protocol in conjunction with rhc research project scientists: Pat Harris, Jeff 



Short, Monica Ricdcl, Vicki Yartek, Craig Makin, Eva Saulitas and Dan Rose~~berg. Thc 
lished data collection, analysis and sampling techniques, cruise schedules. 

training sessions and lab ~isitrttions. 
.An ngpiicatiori process determined tvhich twenty-four students from Prince William 
Sound, Sekvard and lower Cook frttet would bc selected to participate in the program. 
The selected students participated in the complctc ycar, which was the fifth year for thc 
'r'outh Arc3 !Yatch project. There were two students sclccted from Tatitlek, nvo from 
Cfmcga Bay, tbrce from Whittier, five from Valdcz. three from Cordova, five from 
Setlard, two from Yanwalek and m s  from Port Graham. Detailed tmining was providcd 
to dc\.elop and satisfy the protocol zvhick was ncccssar) for the research involved in each 
pro_iiect. both onshare and offshore. Thc onshore data collection was conducted near the 
respective comr-tlur~ity sites of Tatitfek, Chenega B q .  \irhitticr, Seward, Pon Graham, 
Snnxvalek, Cordova, and Valdw. Onshore data collection occumd throughout the year. 
Offshore research was undcrtakext during strategic times of the 1999100 school year 
bascd on schedutes of times and Incations of the principal inscstigators, 

?'he Youth Area U'atcft projec~ awsted the stixdcnts In do\ eloping sound research and 
analyticat skills. To insure the proper training, the srudcnts were given hwidance 
througlxout the project period. Intensive mining periods tsere provided by the Alaska 
Harbor Seal Commission: Alaska Department of Fish and Game; Alaska SeaLife Ccnrer; 
the Korth Guif Oceanic Society, and The Auke Bay Laboratory (NOAA). 

Tkc student panicipants were involved in a multi-da\ traming session at the Alaska 
SeaLifc Center as part of ari overall eeosystenl research trainixig session. Students also 
pafiicipated in four days of offshore research cruises in cooperation wi& the Kiffer 
Whale Identification and Tracking project. Small boats or skiffs from local communities 
wcrc utilized Ibr locaf restoration probieets tl~roughout the ycar. 

The original n~emomndum of understa~xding \yas continued between each research 
principal investigator and the Chugach School Ellstrict. The MOUs sewed as the \wrk 
pIan and as m agreement of expectations between the irivcstigators and the students, with 
the roles and resp;oz~sibilities of each. 

The Chugach School Xlistrict coordinated the ef'furts of thc srudents with that of the 
science research renters mentioned above to prmide :in intensive training period during 
wtlich the studen%, the coordinator, and the teachers became familiar with thc data 
collection protocals specified by the principal investigators. The Youth Area Watch 
students compiled their data into a spreadsi~eet or database format. The scientists and 
coordinators ~nvolved with Youth Area Watch reviewed the data and eonelusions filed by 
the students at the end of the collecting period. At that time, the student's work was 
analyzed, and feedback was given to reinforce potentiat findings and explanations. 
Students were also required to use thc knoxsledge and skills gained from working xvith 
the project scientists ta design and initiate local research restoration prosects, 



M'ritren reports of the results of local restoration projects were submitted by each site 
group upon completion s f  their projects. The reports were generated in standardized 
fomat to facilitate comparison, 

Studtrlts and site coordirastors were selected during the third week of September, 1099. 
They received pmtocsl training during t\% u sessions heid at the h1aska ScaLi Fe Center 
the first and second weeks of Cktober. Training also accuned at diffesmt times during 
thc school year, tsssed on need and time allotted, to conespond with the principle 
investigators' agendas. AIt sites paflicipated in daily or weekly data collections. 

The rlli.srr., ,'(ISLJP"~C~, and Scjrrnd Acc~~~s 'Y  were the vessels chartered by Projeet 002 10 
funding. 'These vessels were used for protoc~I training of students a ~ d  ~oordinators as 
z i  ell as s t e  resturaticm activities, 

Aircrafl were chaeered &om Fishing 6t Flying out of Cordova for the training received 
frwrr Pat EIarris for the blue rntwe1 collection. This was designed as an introduction into 
n~usset collection techniques for those Youtfi Area Watch students who were not part of 
the program the previous year. Pat Harris made every attempt from that training session 
ktmard to include an: student(s) h r n  all sites that were on her collection route during 
the months af h4arch through May. The students and coardinators then amndcd one of 
two 1ahomtoq sessions ar Auke Bay Laboratories in Juneau. These sessions took place 
March 2-11 and April 24-26. The If-hour session at the lab included insmctio~t in gas 
chron~atography and qualitatit~c and quantitatixre analysis ofthe hydrocarbon prisme. 
(from the btue mussels they had collected) The sadcnts also had thc opportunity to hear 
abour some of the latest work utilizing ROVs to observe and track undcnvater 
ecosystents. The lab experiences equaled or went beyond uhat the students would have 
cxperJenced i a ~  many of e better universities. Presentations were atso made by Jeff 
Short and Pat Harris (the principal investigators) on their hjptheses regarding pristanc 
leveis and their ability to indicate pink salmon fry sunlivability. 

Bfuc mussels were atso collected at all sites, frozen. and stored until shipment to the 
Attkc Ray Labomtisries. The sap l ing  did not start untii mid-February, 2000, and 
students collected at their sites for the rcxnainder of the school year, Several students 
collected thou out thc summer to assure meaning%$ data for the principal 
investigators. 

tJ7ea%er records (baromeslric pressure, m&ximum and mininnum temperatures, wind 
specd, and precipitation) were maintained daily during the school days. These records 
ryere dastributed to thc project coordinators and posted on the Youth Area Watch web 
site. 

Students and coordinators from Chenega Bay, Tatitlek, Valdez, Cordava. Nanwafck, Puft 
CiirdI~ar~l and Whi ttlcr attended one of three harbor seal biosanlpling trcaira ings accuning ~n 



Curdwra, Port Graham and Anchorage. The waining in Cordova took place on Nmernber 
16, 1999, the training in Port Graham took place on Tkcember 8-9 1999 and the training 
in A~-tchomgt. took place on Jmr~uaw 30,2000. The objectives of the project and the 
btosanrpling procedures were presented by Vicki Vanek (Alaska Depafixnent oEFish and 
Game) and Monica iiiedel (Alaska Native tiarbor Seal C:ommission). Tatitlek, Cordova, 
Chenega Bay, Nanwalek, Port Graham and Valdez had hunters to provided seals for 
btosampling at differat times titroughout the year. Students in Seward were unabk to 
locate a hunter who was able to provide them with samples. The results of the data are 
being cornpiled by 1;icki \'an&. 

Dart Rosenherg (Alaska Deparrment of Fish md Game) presented the scope and sequence 
of his surf scoter project to the students in Tatitlek. Students inten+sved elders in the 
community to ascertain traditional eculugicaf knonrledge about scoters and other sea 
ducks. Five studenfs \'c'r=re able tu participate in a cruise in April with Dan Resenberg 
during the seek  of April f h. Thcse students spent a day on board the charter vesscl 
fl~ssor~et?. working with Dan Rosenherg and his team to capture and process surf, black 
and white ~ i n g  scaters. They assisted in mist net deployment and monitoring, taking 
and recording s i x  and weight tneas~irements and caring far birds during their captivity. 

Students from Chemga Ba3.. Cordova, Nanwalek, Sewad, Tati tlek, Valdez and W hitt ier 
designed and implemented a local research or restori~tion project. These projects were 
chosen based on their alignment with Trustee Council goals and student interest. The 
projects varied from site to site. 

Students in Chencpa Baj worked with a local activist to build and hang nest boxes to 
attempt to improve the Iocaf habitiit fm migatoq swallows. The houses were hung by 
late April in hopes of habitation during the summer of 20Ct0, 

The Cordova YAgtY group decided that they would create a retrievable marine habitat ibr 
use by the nrany marine research groups iil the community. The Cordava tern has close 
ties to thc high school marine biology ciass and the Prince Willizm Sound Science 
Ceater. Bath groups do a lot of researcfi an the benthic ~rganisn~s of the focal harbor. 
TXtc YAtV students designed a structure that would rest on the harbor bottom and provide 
habitat for a widc iwietj. ctf species tirat exist there. They eonstrusted the habitat in such 
a \yay that the entire apparatus could be easily raised to the surface for collections or 
cuweys. The retrievable abitat i s  now available for use by request. 

The Katl\valek srudenls enlisted the help of their entire jr./sr. high school to start an 
aluminum recycling progmm. They noticed an abundance of recyclable alun~i~lum In 
their landfill and decided that they couid devise a more appropriate end for the atumif~unl 
cans that come irtto their z illage. They began the project by putting up bulletins and 
flyers around rhe village to raise axviireness and entist the support of community 
members. The students then made regular can cotlections throughout rlre spring. Thc 
cans \\.ere. coltecttd. crushed and stored fbr transportation out af the village, After 
rcscarchrng the ait-ernatlx es, (planes and boats) the students decided that the most cost 



effecti~e \cay to remove the cans to the road system was to take them all out once a year 
on a boat. 

Seward students begal work on a multi-year project to create an infomatianat video 
about the natural t~rstury of the Kest~mction Bay area. They plan to leverage resources 
fbm the Kenai Fjords tour company with the skills and equipment of the school's A\I' 
department to pruduce a high quality informational video do be displayed in the Kenai 
Fjjords Tours office. They are also involve with an effort to construct pipeon guillemot 
nostmg hoses u ith a group headed by George Dit-ok~ at the Alaska Seatife Center. 

Totitlck sti~dents undertook a follow-up survey of the small pond at they cleaned up 
during the 97-98 sclxml year. They K C  most interested in researching whether or not 
frogs had retunled to the pond, hut they also cataloged as many other species as possibfc, 
They discnvered that there were still no f-lrogs in the pond. but the ovcralf number of 
species utiIizing the habitat had increased since the original cleantip. 

't'alde~ students initiated a project in coz~junction ~ v i t h  the Valdez Visitor infom~ation 
C'enter. Their p a l  was to construct a large sign to be placed in a prominent spot in town. 
The sign would be designed to be a visuatty appealing n a y  ta answer same of the most 
cammonlq asked question that summer tourists fiaw about the city af Valdez. The 
students atso undernook the constmetion and publishing of a pamphlet outlining the goals 
and accot~lplishmcnts of the Valdcz YAW groups arid \'.42V as a whole. Those 
pan3phfets wcsuld bc distributed by the i W C .  The sign tvas completed in Early May and 
thc Pamphlets were ready for distribution hq the first of June. 

Students in Whittier cor~rinued a iong-term project monitoring the black-legged kittiwake 
colony on Passage Canal. These students made t i  eekl y trips to the colany aboard the 
Ssnctid .lwcss to record the numbers of buds at the colony during April and May. The 
students pian to continue this project in future years. Additional funding in the f o m  of 
art ASTF grant has been secured in order to further support this spccific student initiated 
project within thc larger YAW pramm. 



'The identified agencies: The Chugach School District. the Alaska Department of Fish 
arid Game, the University of Masks, Fairbatlks, the NOAA Auke Bay Laboratories, the 
Prince William Sound Science Center. the Alaska ScaLid-it Center, the Alaska X*t'ative 
Hartms Seal Coinmission, Chtigachmittt and the Chugach Regionai Resources 
C'ommissiun will contirlue to take an active rote in the continuation of this project. The) 
have shoux conlmitme~rt to the ikture of I'rince Zifilliam Sound through the education of 
focal p u t h .  LYithoitt the pafiicipation of all parties, this project, as a txrhofe, txroutd nor 
h a  e heen the success it was. 

Youth Area t5:atch has involved students \vith current scientific research and acyua~nted 
tftcin i ~ i t h  chief scient~sts in Alaska. in.ioilipement xith these projects and individuals has 
allo\ved youth in ail imgactcd cclmmunities to become an important link between 
community elders and the scientific community. Youth Area Watch has emphasixd the 
need h r  meaningfril invatvemcnt by oil impacted commullity youth in the research and 
restoration occtrsrinp as a resuft of thc E,r.~un r/utde: ait spill. 

I t  has been the interrt through this project to combine and leverage current research furids 
'cvit tl the nforcn~entloned anicigating organizations' resources, With ihe Chugach 
Sclxool District adllli~istcrirlg the YDU~II Area Watch Pro,mm througlx a contract with the 
Alaska Depa~ment of Fish and Game, the program will  continue to sustain itself in 
subsequlrnt >ears througt~ thc assistance of alternative funding sources. 

, ts  ivc riear tttc end nt'the scheduled EVQS funding for Youth Area U'catch, the projcct is 
beginning to transition to a more losrg term and sustainable footing. The entire research 
camn-tunitj uifl be undergoing a change from the h g e  scale efforts of the past 10 years 
to t h ~  proposed CXkf progrm. In order to remain sustainabfe and viable, 37AbIx will be 
changing and. adapting to function in this new research climate. We mticipatc a multi- 
year tl-ansition period and tve are making preparations to enter this transition, Future 
pruposnis and reports will reflect this transition. 




